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Any yacht carrying the name Moody has a lot to live up 
to.  Moody!s of old had a reputation as quality go 
anywhere conservative boats.  After buying Moody in 

2007 Hanse raised a few eyebrows among Moody 
enthusiasts with its Þ rst new Moody, the 45DSe, which was 
anything but conservative"  However with the latest 
launch, the new Moody 41 classic, Moody seems 
to have returned to building a style of yacht more 
familiar to existing Moody owners, but will it be 
enough to tempt any of them to trade in?  
Ed Mockridge went to a snowy Germany to Þ nd out.
 A quick glance at the new Moody 41 Classic 
is enough to see the Hanse parentage. The tall rig 
with its self tacking jib and the twin wheels are just two features 
borrowed from the Hanse range, and with production moved to 
Hanse!s yard in northern Germany it would be easy to dismiss 
the Moody as merely a marketing ploy in a similar vein to the 
relationship between Toyota and Lexus.  To do that however 
would miss out on what is a really good example of the recent 

breed of fast cruising boats.
 The Þ rst thing that strikes you as you descend into the cabin 
is a sense of grandeur.  The combination of dark wood with 
rattan inlays and light coloured upholstery is very striking, and 
the split settee on the port side gives the impression of two 

inviting armchairs. Between these there is a table 
that would be the chart table at sea, but is much 
more a part of the accommodation that traditionally, 
and would clearly double as a social table when in 
port. Some may scoff at this, but with paper 
navigation gradually being relegated to back up 
status the chart table on most 40 footers is already 
used less and less for navigating and more and 

more as a generic ß at surface for everything from coffee cups 
to colouring books.  This is especially true in port where its 
location in the heart of the accommodation makes the Moody!s 
table much more social. Opposite the chart table is a 
conventional saloon table and aft of that a generous galley.
 The main heads, opposite the galley on the port side, T
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A classic looking Moody, full of passion...       By Ed Mockridge
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deserve special mention.  It is very well appointed, with the 
same dark wood as found throughout the boat.  This is made 
possible as there is a partitioned shower stall and a large wet 
locker.  Concerns about the facilities are often cited by reluctant 
sailors as a reason not to stay aboard for long periods of time, 
the Moody would effectively remove that as an excuse"
 Overall the accommodation is full of neat little details, my 
favourite being the fridge that is both a top opening and front 
opening affair, neatly sidestepping the normal problem with top 
opening fridges in that getting something from the bottom can 
often involve emptying half the contents.
 There are several options for the accommodation, the most 
interesting of which replaces the conventional V berth in the 
forecabin with two single berths, one of which can be 
expanded into a small double. This was Þ tted to our test boat 

and the twin berth layout seemed to work well, but I can!t really 
see the point of the expanding double.  It!s not as if the single 
berths aren!t generous and if you want a double then the V 
berth is undoubtedly better.  Expanding one berth into a double 
either means three people in the forecabin or an empty berth, 
more likely the latter as this is not a boat for anyone wanting to 
cram people in.  
 There is also an option for a second aft cabin, which means 
sacriÞ cing a bit of the saloon as the heads is moved forward.  
This does also mean losing the truly cavernous cockpit locker, 
and I suspect this option will not be that popular.  This is a boat 
best suited to a couple with occasional guests.
 The quality of workmanship throughout the interior was 
high, especially considering that Hanse have built an entire new 
production line for the Moody range, and this was the Þ rst 41 to 
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come off it.
 On deck the Þ rst thing you notice is the twin 
wheels, in this case some very ß ash wooden 
ones that look fantastic but which might just 
be pushing the classic tag a little far"  Leather 
clad wheels are standard.  Behind the wheels 
are a pair of surprisingly comfortable seats for 
a lazy helm and a neat fold down swimming 
platform, which has very easy access through 
the centre of the cockpit, a big plus of the twin 
wheel layout.  The rest of the layout is pretty 
much as you would expect, with the exception 
of two winches set just forward of the wheels 
and in easy reach of the helm.  The sheets for 
the self tacking jib and the mainsail can be lead 

to these winches, which on our test boat were 
electric, an option that borders on the lazy"
This was one of the few optional extras Þ tted to 
the test boat as a quick glance at the 
standard speciÞ cation list tells you that no 
penny pinching has occurred here, with items 
such as an electric windlass, sprayhood and 
folding propeller coming as standard.  
 Before heading out to sail hull number one, 
I was shown hull two in a shed in Hanse!s 
impressive yard.  What I saw in the underwater 
shape came as a surprise, even though I had 
seen the line drawings.  Whilst the Classic tag 
sits well with the aesthetics above the water, 

there is nothing classic 
about the underwater
proÞ le"  A relatively Þ ne 
entry combined with an 
impressive ß at run aft 
and a powerful looking 
L shaped keel suggest 
a quick boat.  I was 
also pleased to see that 
Moody have stayed away 
from the current fashion 
in cruising boats and kept 
the stern sections 
comparatively narrow.  
All this certainly perked 
my interest up"  And I 
wasn!t disappointed, the 
Moody is a very rewarding 

boat to sail indeed.  
 Even though we only 
had 10 knots of wind 
the self tacking jib did 
not prove too much of a 
handicap and we tracked 
upwind at just under 7 
knots, very respectable 
for a cruising boat in light 
winds, let alone one with 
a self tacking jib"  In fact when a Hanse 400, 
which is hardly a slow boat, came out to play 
we sailed right through their lee with nearly a 
knot more speed. This did suggest that the  

Moody will be a really good long legged 
cruising boat, and devour the miles with ease.  
It was only downwind where the speed really 
suffered, dropping to around 3 knots, and 
anyone planning on passage making on this 
boat would be wise to consider some sort of 
cruising chute or spinnaker to avoid the 
ignominy of motoring downwind when the wind 
is light.  Moody offer a 120 square metre 
Gennaker as an option, which seems about 
right. There is also the option of doing away 
with the self tacking jib and having a 140% 
genoa which is about a third bigger than the 
standard jib.  I think I!d probably go for this 
option.  The self tacker is great, and tacking the 
boat just by spinning the wheel is about as easy 
as it is possible to get, but a cruising boat on 
passage hardly does any tacking and the 140% 
genoa would provide a lot more horsepower 
in the light stuff.  The standard sails are of a 
very high standard from North Sails, using their 
cruising laminate technology.  This is a highly 
commendable approach from Moody, and one 
that I would like to see other manufacturers 
copy.
 The helm felt heavy to someone used to a 
single wheel, but very good for a twin wheel 
setup.  This is certainly not a boat that would 
tire out a helmsman and one that is very 
rewarding to sail and very direct, with under 
two turns lock to lock. This was one helm I was 
not in a hurry to hand over, despite impending 
frostbite" The twin wheels allow the helm to sit 

on the side deck where 
you have an excellent 
view of the telltales and a 
very comfortable helming 
position, whilst the high 
coamings make you feel 
very secure when seated 
behind the wheel.   
As the sheets are lead 

back to the helm the forward part of the cockpit 
is clear of all activity once the sails are hoisted, 
this makes it ideal for relaxing on passage for 
which purpose it is well suited"
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!The Moody 41 Classic is a welcome 
return to a more traditional deck

style compared to the 45 DS break in 
conventional styling."
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Conclusion:

Priced to sit in between the French offerings 
and their more expensive Scandinavian cousins 
the Moody occupies an interesting niche in 
the market, and is certainly worth a long hard 
look if you!re after a comfortable and fast 
cruising boat.  Only time will tell whether the 
Moody!s owners, whom I suspect will be large 
in number, come from owners of cheaper boats 
recognising the extra quality or from owners of 
more expensive boats seeing a bit more value.
And owners of older Moodys?  Will they be 
queuing up with cheque books in hand? 
I doubt they!d be disappointed if they did. 

Pros
Undeniably a handsome boat, good 
performance and easy handling under sail, 
very good standard speci Þ cation, Good quality 
interior

Cons
Self tacking jib leads to lack of sail area 
downwind, a wider than expected turning 
circle.

ABOVE: #The optional twin berth forecabin$

 Under power the Moody worried us with a 
surprising high pitched whine that would quickly 
grate on a long passage under engine. Happily 
this turned out to be caused by the optional 
230v ß ywheel generator attached to the engine, 
and something that could either be remedied 
with more soundproo Þ ng or removed. 
 Otherwise the Moody behaved under power 
exactly as you!d expect, it went forwards and 
backwards"  Our test boat was Þ tted with a 
retractable bowthruster, which made handling 
the boat in the marina frankly 
embarrassingly easy. Without it the Moody is still 
a very predictable boat, as you would 
expect from the underwater pro Þ le and is 
unlikely to catch her owner out in a marina, even 
though the turning circle is slightly wider than 
you might like.  A possible argument in favour of 
a bowthruster if you!re so inclined"

Speci Þ cations:

Contact:
Premier Yacht Sales Limited
T: 01489 884075
moody@premieryachtsales.co.uk
www.moodyboats.com

LOA: ....................................................12.70m 
LWL: ....................................................12.60m
Beam: ................................................... 4.00m
Draft : ............................ 2.00m (standard keel)
.............................1.65m  (optional shoal keel)
Disp: ....................................................8600kg
Ballast: .................................................2750kg
Total Sail Area  ..............88m² (self tacking Jib)
...................................... 105m² (140% Genoa)
Price £185,856 inc Vat, Delivery and 
commissioning.

Twin berth optional 
forecabin layout.

Single berth 
forecabin layout.

Moody is the sail boat brand that is the 
epitome of British boat building. We are 
pleased to see that the German manufacturer 
are serious in maintaining the high build 
quality and standards  that Moody were noted 
for. The Moody 41 Classic has a more 
conventional style to the Moody 45 Deck 
Saloon and a notable nomination for 
WhatBoat?  Boat of Year 2009.


